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Friday 8th January 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Yesterday the DfE produced some guidance on the lockdown situation for schools, however we are still 
waiting for clearer guidance on what is considered a safe number of people to be in the school building 
at any time.  

The guidance included the importance of remembering the intense pressure on the NHS and says “we now 
need to use every lever at our disposal to reduce all our social contacts wherever possible.” However, the 
guidance fails to address the biggest immediate operational challenge that has emerged this week: the very high 
levels of take-up of face-to-face education by critical workers for their children.  

It is also clear that parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their children at home if they can, 
but this does not go far enough in supporting schools that are facing capacity issues. We have already had to 
reduce our offer of in school learning to some vulnerable pupils due to the high demand from critical workers, 
we implore that if you are working from home, please do not ask for a space in school that could be given to 
someone else.  

Systems of controls including school closures, have been put into place to reduce the spread of the new variant. 
The DfE guidance states that by closing schools it establishes that “the overarching principle to apply is reducing 
the number of contacts between children and staff” and says that “where possible schools should keep group 
sizes small.” This is what we are seeking to do. We are still waiting for clearer advice on what constitutes a 
‘small group’. 

All of this is more important, we feel, because of the narrative around the ‘new variant’, which the public has 
been told is much more transmissible than the original virus. Educational bodies are asking the DfE and PHE to 
provide more on this to reassure leaders, staff and parents. 

Due to the high numbers of critical worker requests we have, from Monday we have to split the year group 
bubbles into 2 groups, group A & B. A text will come out today to inform you which group your child has been 
allocated, where practically possible we have kept children in the same bubble for all days they are in school, 
however this is not the case for everyone. Children will now be in groups of 10 supervised by one adult, during 
the day, any time inside will be kept in these groups. At break time, outside lunchtime and when doing the 
Redwell Mile, the children will come together to form a year group bubble of 20 children. Currently timings 
remain the same. Entrance and exit will be at classroom doors, with the exception of the Year 1 group B who 
will be in Ashton class and enter by the front 5 Wells entrance.  
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We ask that any requests from new critical workers are sent to the office@redwellprimary.co.uk email by 
Tuesday for us to have time to process the request and for staffing to be organised for the following week.  

Remote learning expectations have been set by the government, schools must provide an offer which should 
“include either recorded or live direct teaching time” and timing amounts have been increased as follows: 

• KS1: 3 hours a day on average across the cohort, with less for younger children 
• KS2: 4 hours a day 

 
We are committed to offering every child in our school a broad, rich and high-quality education, including during 
this pandemic. As part of that we will be offering regular zoom sessions to all pupils learning from home.  

Class teachers will email you the details of their zoom meetings, the links will also be saved on Purple Mash for 
ease of independent access by the children.  

Following some instant feedback from parents, we have decided to run the daily zoom meeting for the morning 
only. The importance of this early morning zoom is; 

• An opportunity to register the children (This is for our monitoring purposes of engagement rather than 
school official attendance) 

• For teachers to introduce the days learning and address misconceptions from the previous day 
• This zoom meeting is an opportunity for staff to give verbal feedback to the children to praise and share 

great work 
• This is also an opportunity for staff to question a child’s understanding and address common 

misconceptions, they may do this by sharing their screen and discussing the learning  
 

We ask that parents communicate with the class teacher if the child cannot attend a zoom meeting, via the class 
email. These daily zoom meetings will start by next Tuesday and will replace the previous weekly zoom 
meetings. 

If a child does not attend at all during the week, teachers will make a wellbeing call to check that the child is 
accessing learning appropriately, they will complete a parent consultation form of this conversation and add it 
to the class file. This zoom meeting will be part of the home learning daily requirement set.  

As always, we thank you for your continued support at this challenging time as well as thanking the staff for all 
of their continued hard work. 

Stay safe 

 

 

Anne Ansell 

Head Teacher 
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