
The teaching of reading at 
Redwell Primary School 



At Redwell Primary School we 
follow the Read, Write Inc scheme.  

   
• At the heart of Read Write Inc. Phonics is the systematic 

teaching of all the common sounds in the English language 
(RWI calls these the Speed Sounds).  
 

• Children are taught to recognise the sounds and to put 
them together (‘sound blend’ them) into words for reading. 

  
• Children are taught one way of representing the 44 main 

sounds of English first, and then go on to learn the 
alternative spellings later on.  

  
 



• When teaching the letter sounds, it is important to remember to 
keep them very ‘pure’, to help with sound-blending later on.  

  
• Read Write Inc. introduces the simple Speed Sounds (one sound, 

one grapheme) with Speed Sounds Set 1 and Set 2. They then learn 
more ways of writing the same sounds with the complex Speed 
Sounds Set 3.  
 

• Children are taught letter names before moving on to Speed 
Sounds Set 3. 

  
• Once children know the first set of Speed Sounds, they are ready to 

read the first Storybooks. 
 



How is RWI delivered? 

• Phonics lessons happen three times per week and last for 30 
minutes. 

• During this time, your child will learn new sounds and the 
corresponding graphemes. 

• The children will also recap any sounds that have been 
previously taught.  

• Children are assessed every 6 weeks and placed in groups 
according to their needs. 

• RWI targets children from EYFS to Year 4 and they work in 
mixed year groups. 

 

 



A typical RWI lesson 

• Speed sound chart- see planners 

• Mnemonics for letters– sheet will be sent 
electronically to you 

• Set 2 and 3 sound cards have rhymes which 
help the children to remember them. 



• Red and Green words help with blending and 
reading new sounds taught in context of 
words. 

• We also teach pseudo words as the children 
need to be able to read sounds in a range of 
words. 

• Fred sounds out the word and the children 
blend it. 

 



• After children learn some sounds they begin 
to use Ditties and then books-guided reading 
sessions encourage use of new sounds taught 
and understanding of their reading through 
comprehension questions. 



How you can help your child read 
at home. 

 

• Refer to Speed Sound charts in planners with your 
child and practice sounds learned so far. 

• Remember ‘Pure’ sounds when practising. 

• Use these sounds when sounding out and blending 
words in your child’s reading book. 

• Remember to talk about the story with your child 
after they have read to you.  

• You can use the questions and prompts in planners 
to guide you. 



Useful websites to use at home. 

• http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/ - 
useful information and videos. 

• www.phonicsplay.co.uk – This is useful to 
practice blending, particularly with pseudo 
words.  It does refer to phases 1-6, which isn’t 
used in RWI but it has fun games to play. 

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Grammar Expectations 

 



Grammar Expectations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• New GPS SATs Test for Year 2 



Example questions from the  
GPS SATs Test for Year 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example questions from the  
GPS SATs Test for Year 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling Expectations – Year 1 

 



Spelling Expectations – Year 1 

 



Spelling Expectations – Year 2 

 



Spelling Expectations – Year 2 

 



Example questions from the  
Spelling SATs Test for Year 2 

 



RPS Spelling & Grammar Guidance 
and Expectations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.redwellschools.info/pages/home/index.php 

http://www.redwellschools.info/pages/home/index.php

